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; Marr, Chap. V. Ver. 9. 


Blſſd a are the Peace- makers; 4 - far: the y ſoall 
6e called the children of. G od. 


KEEK H E love of our Country is certainly one 
of the nobleſt and moſt amiable affections, 


BESR which the wiſe and benevolent author of 

our being has implanted in our conſtitu- 
tion. Other paſſions often center in, ard have a 
principal regard to our own ſelves. Partial friend- 
ſhip*, and private acquaintances, generally look ro 
farther than the particular convenience of the perſons 
by whom they arc contracted : but this, even ſepa- 
rate from any views of perſonal intereit, (as promo- 
ted and ſecured by publick proſperity,) carries along 
with it ſuch marks of unbounded generoſity, and 
— benevolence, as are the higheſt glory, the 


bright- 


brighteſt ornaments of human nature. This acts as 
à proper check to all the low and mean deſigns of 
an immoderate ſelf- love: raiſes us from the lone- 
ſome, abject, and contemptible ſtate to which a ſor- 
did attention merely to own narrow intereſts would 
confine us; and teaches us to conſider ourſelves, as 
we really are, members of one great body ; to whom 
therefore nothing that relates to the common advan- 
tage or prejudice of the whole, ought ts be indiffe- 
rent. This opens and enlarges the heart of man to 
take in the moſt generous pleaſures ; to form the 
molt extenſive deſigns ; gives us to conſult, to pur- 
ſue, to rejoice in the happineſs of thouſands :—and 
raiſes us to the neareſt reſemblance in which a man- 
is capable of approaching to the bleſſed God, even 
a delight in doing good. —Animated by this, what 
1 great, what glorious exploits have been perfcrmed 
= - by the ſons of men! How have the feeble been pro- 
tected, the oppreſſed vindicated . What delive- 
i rances have been wrought, what conqueſts have been 
| made!---What zeal for the common-wealth has in- 
ſpired, directed, influenced every particular mem- 
ber of it! But this once extinguiſhed, this ſtrong ce- 
ment which united the ſeveral parts of the grand 
building once diſſolved, how have the moſt potent 
Kingdoms and Empires inſenſibly ſunk into weak- 
neſs and contempt, or fallen violently down into one 
common and univerſal ruin? In a. word, whatever 
principles are neceſſary to form a good and amiable, 
| it 
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it is this muſt help to finiſh a great and exalted 


character. In proportion as this warms and enlarges 


our hearts, we naturally grow into more general and 
ublick uſefulneſs : but when we become ſo ſunk, 
b contracted into ſelf, as utterly to diſregard or be 


very indifferent to the welfare and proſperity of o- 


thers; we are loſt to every good and valuable pur- 
poſe, and have caſt off, (I will not only ſay) all the 
generous, tender ſentiments of Religion, but even 


the ſtrongeſt and moſt endearing ties of humanity, 


Tux is no perſon here, I imagine, but who 
will eaſily conceive to what end theſe reflections are 
directed, and to what purpoſe they naturally lead - 
We are this day called upon to return our humble 


' thanks to God for putting an end, by a gloious ſeries 


of ſucceſſes, to the juſt and neceſſary war we were 
engaged in with two of the moſt powerful Poten- 
tates upon earth: and for reſtoring to us the Sing 
of Peace, upon terms ſo glorious to the Britiſh Crown, 
and fo advantageous to it's ſubjects.---Bleflings which 
call aloud for our warmeſt return af gratitude and 
Thankſgiving, not only to the God of Armies, but to 
thoſe who, under Him, have been the promoters of 


this glorious work ; and to whom the divine preacher 


hath, in the words of my Text annexed the higheſt 
title of honour and diſtinction :---Bleffed are the 
PEACE-MAKERS, _ they ſhall be called the chil- 
dren of Ged. | 
In 


(72) 
In diſcourſing on theſe words, 1 ſhall 


I. Lay before you the bleſſings hich may be ſup- 
poſed to ariſe to a community of People, from Peace 
in general: in which I ſhall take occaſion to conſi- 
der the means that have been made uſe of to procure 
us that Peace, for which, we ate this day aſe 
to return Th. L 


a * 
14 : . 
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II. I ſhall point 1 to your ebunke a0 the moſt 
effectual means we can purſue, in order to reap the 


fruits and advantages of that Peace which (under 


Heaven) the wiſdom of his Majeſty's Councils, and 


the ſucceſs which has attended his arms have pro- 
cured us. | 


III. I ſhall conclude with a tribute of Thankſ- 
giving, ſo juſtly due to thoſe who have been inſtru- 
mental in procuring us this invaluable bleſſing. And 


I. To the bleſſings of Peace in a Community we 
owe the ſafety of our perſons, the ſecurity of our 
properties, and our improvement in the ſeveral arts 
and advantages of the civ 1 and focial life. All the 
natural and temporal felicities that men can wiſh, 
or enjoy, are contained in theſe ; yea even the prin- 
cipal advantages which relate to our ſpiritual, and e- 
ternal well-being. In their full force and proper 
meaning, they denote our Kings to be the common 
tathers 
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fathers of davis ſubjects ;---our Nobles generous ; 
our Commoners diſintereſted ;---our Judges uncor- 
rupt ;---our Merchants proſperous ;- and our com- 
mon People honeſt and brave. They denote an ut- 
ter abſence of all the cruel arts of tyranny, injuſtice 
and opprefſion ; of all the inhuman methods which 
arbitrary power, accompanied with inſatiable avarice, 
or extravagant ambition, often makes uſe of to plun- 
der and harzſs a miſerable people. In ſuch happy 
times, all hatred, rancour, and malice, with the 
dark and hideous train of fears, jealouſies, and ſu- 
ſpicions, are baniſhed from among us : no daring in- 
juries or inſults attack us by day,. no frightful alarms 
terrify us by night.---no mournful cries of the in- 
jured, the fatherleſs, or oppreſſed widow : no ſor- 
rowful complaints of juſtice withheld, and villany 
connived at, wound our ears, or grieve our hearts. 
On the contrary, juſtice is fairly adminiſtered ;—-the 
wicked are puniſhed ;---the injured vindicated, and 
the weak protected. Every man fits under his own 
Roof, and enjoys the home-felt comforts of his own 
family, none making him afraid. - Induſtry is en- 
couraged, honeſty and truth applauded ; and whilſt 
the property of labour is ſecure, while we quietly 
enjoy what our diligence has gathered, or our pru- 
dence improved; every man is encouraged to attend 
to the duties of his ſtation, becauſe he is ſure of taſt- 
ing, without diſturbance, the ſeveral pleaſures and 
comforts of it. In a word, this ſingle W of 

B eace 


E 


Ants implies all that can delight or rejoice tue heart 
of man. It ſprings from the beſt and moſt excellent 


principles; it leads to the moſt happy and deſirable 
ends ; it creates joy where it is not, it ſecures it where 
it is; adds freſh luſtre to every thing that is agree- 
able in human life; gives a double reliſh,to all the 
charms of ſociety, and calls forth all the kind and 

enerous affections, all the ſerviceable and endearing 
actions which render man uſeful and agreeable to 
man. 


Tuxsz are the bleſſed effects of Peace ; gums and 
theſe, we truſt, will be felt, will be enjoyed by all 


his majeſty's Subjects, in conſequence of that Peace 
for which we are this day aſſembled to return thanks. 
——— The means that have been made uſe of to pro- 
cure us this Peace, is what I (hall take occaſion next 


to conſider. 115 


Tur e with WITTY it dats piece God to 
bleſs his majeſty's arms both by Sea and Land, have 
been the conſequences of a juſt, honourable, and 


neceſſary war; in which we engaged, not out of am- 
bition, revenge, ot any other unjuſtifiable motive; 
but for the defence of all that was dear to us in re- 
ſpect either to this world, or another. The haughty 
monarchs, whoſe hearts God at laſt hath humbled, 


were graſping at univerſal empire; forging. chains 


for the necks of Kin gs, and e ſchemes for ſup p- 
preſſing 


- 
5 
0 


E | 
| preſſing the liberties and removing the boundaries of 


nations. Nor would they have been ſatisfied in ſub- 
duing men's bodies, unleſs they had enſlaved their 


Jonls likewiſe, and made the pure profeſſion of the 


Goſpel give way to ſuperſtition and idolatry, when- 
ever they had power ſufficient to expel the one, and 
eſtabliſh the other. Let the cruelties which a mo/# 
chriſtian King authorized and encouraged among the | 
ſavages of North-America, be for ever blotted trom 
our remembrance as a ſcandal to common chriſti- 
anity.---It was high time therefore to appeal to the 
decifion of the Sword, which was ſo juſtly drawn in 
defence of the lives and liberties of the people, and 
reſtore Peace to Chriſtendom. Nor have the means 
which we have made uſe of to attain this great and. - 
good end, been, any ways unſuitable to it. A juſt 
and righteous War may be proſecuted after a very 
unjuſt and unrighteous manner ; either by perfidious 
breaches of our JPEG 111 DY ſuch treacherous practices 
as the Law of Armpgatſelf condemns; by inhuman 
cruelties ; by aſſaſmations; by tyrannical methods of 
forcing money into our coffers, and men into our 
ſervice. Thanks be to God, that, as we have had 
no need, ſo neither does it appear we had any incli- 
nation to try theſe unrighteous methods. In every 
ſtep of this war we have ſhowed ourſelves fair, good- 
natured, and generous adverſaries; and carried on 
our hoſtilities with all the hu manity and mercy of 
which they are capable, We have ſpilt no blood but 
| _— in 


„ 
in the heat of the battle or the purſuit; and have 
made captivity itſelf as eaſy to the unfortunate as was 
poſſible. We have been firm and faithful to our he- 
roic Ally, without declining any difficulties or dan- 
gers, any expence of treaſure or blood to which we 
had engaged ourſelves. We have not made uſe of 
rapine and oppreſſion at home to ſupport the burthen 
of the war abroad, but have carried it on by the free 
gifts of a willing and generous people : nor can it be 
{aid that the publick ſervice hath been robbed of any 
part of thoſe ſupplies which were intended for it. 
We have not pillaged the rich Towns nor plundered 
the inhabitants of the many Colonies which were 
conquered by our gallantforces in this weſtern world. 
Theſe repeated victories could not make us inſolent: 
there was reward ſufficient in conquering in a 
righteous cauſe, and reſtoring quiet to the world I- 
And thus far we have reaſon to look upon our ſuc- 


ceſſes as the bleſſings of God lupbn xe good methods 


we have taken to ſupport a gobd' Caſe, and as de- 


clarations of Heaven in our favour! 
Pn 


II. I come now to point out to your conſideration 
the moſt effectual means we can purſue in order to 


reap the fruits and advantages of that Peace which 


(under Heaven) the wiſdom of his majeſty's Coun- 
cils, and the ſucceſs of his arms have procured us. 
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Tux firſt thing which I ſhall lay down as the 


_ foundation and grand fupporter of peace in a civil 


ſaciety is a true ſpirit of religion and virtue. Re- 
« ligion tends to make men peaceable one towards 
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another, in as much as it endeavours to plant all 
thoſe qualities and diſpoſitions in men which tend 
to Peace and unity, and to fill them with a ſpirit 
of univerſal love and good-will, It endeavours 
likewiſe to ſecure every man's intereſt, by obſerv- 
ing that great rule of equity, whatſoever ye would 
that men ſhould do unto you, do ye even ſo to them ; 
by enjoyning, that truth and fidelity be inviolably 
obſerved in all our words, promiſes, and contracts. 


Now if this be the deſign of religion to bring us 


to this temper, thus to heal the natures of men, 


and to ſweeten their tempers; to correct their paſ- 
ſions, and to mortify all thoſe luſts which are the 
cauſes of enmity and diviſion; it is evident that, 
in its own nature, religion tends to the Peace and 
happineſs of human ſociety, and that if men would 


“ but live as religion requires, the World would be 


a quiet habitation in compariſon to what it now 
is.”—And indeed we ſhall find, upon a ſtrict en- 


quiry, that the reaſon why different ſocieties of men 
are ſo full of tumult, and diforder, is, becauſe there 
is ſo little of true religion and virtue among them. 
For if ever Religion was rightly received into the 


* Archbiſhop Tillotſon, 


heart 


. L 141 
heart, the fruits of it would appear in ſo lovely an 


exerciſe of juſtice, friendſhip, and charity, as would 


diffuſe Peace and harmony throughout the World, 
and mutually. reconcile mankind to cach other. 


Nxxr, let us remember that union at home, and 
a religious loyalty to the beſt of Kings, will make 
us reap the bleſſings of Peace, and promote the conti- 
nuance of, it. 7 | 19 


Wr have ſeen, God be thanked ! that danger at a 
perilous criſis can unite us, and our union fave us :;— 
and why ſhould not our common intereſt at all times 
do the ſame ?—Why do we ſtrive one againſt another 
and by our fooliſh diviſions, open the door to an e- 
nemy, that we are more than a match for when u- 
nited? The main ſtrength of the neighbouring Na- 

tion to our Mother-Country is their union; (whether 


it ariſes from the power and policy of the Court or 


the affections of the Subject ;) and our diviſion is our 
weakneſs, —Strange folly and inconſiſtency !—which 
not only expoſes us to the wiles, the fraud, and the 


arms of that powerful, reſtleſs, and intriguing nation, 


but even to their ſcorn and derifion !—To ſee a peo- 
ple bleſſed, as we are, with the ſafeſt ſituation, the 
moſt extenſive commerce, the wiſeſt laws, the beſt 
of Kings, and the cſtabliſhment of a divine Religion; 


ſacrificing all theſe advantages, or endangering them 


by the little reſentments of party, or the narrow un- 
_ | generous 
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. generous views of pride and ambitions !—O ye Sons 


of Britain ! will no hiſtory, will no experience make 


vou wiſer Has not this very miſchief ruined many 


great and mighty nations ?—ſs it not true to a pro- 
verb, from the mouth of our Saviour himſelf, that 
a houſe divided againſt itſelf cannot fland?—And- has 
not this ſame miſconduct weakned our national pow- 
er for a long ſeries of years, and brought us more 
than once upon the brink of deſtruction ? As every 
wiſe man muſt be ſenſible of the happy union be- 
tween the King and his people, every wiſe man will 


be thankful for it. Seditious ſpirits may raiſe up miſ- 


repreſentations and calumny to divide this union : 
they may falſely call licentiouſneſs by the endear- 
ing name of Liberty but when they fancy that e- 
very oppoſition is patriotiſm, it might ſerve to calm 
this boaſted ſpirit, if they conſidered that there is a 
meanneſs in oppoſing thoſe in authority out of pride 
and revenge, as well as in tamely bearing with ty- 
ranny and oppreſſion. And little does he know ei- 
ther of reaſon or religion, who thinks he may pre- 
ſume, on any ſlight occaſion, to call in queſtion the 
conduct of his lawful Prince, from whoſe tender care 
for his people's liberty He himſelf — derives 
the licence to defame Him. 


Tux expedients againſt auch evils as theſe a are a 
modeſt opinion of ourſelves; a chearful ſubmiſſion to 
lawtul authority; and a benevolence ſo univerſal: as. 


[16 ]. 
to include all who differ from us in pelitical points. 
If we complain of grievances, we thould be certain 
that they are really ſo; and conſult, upon ſuch oc- 


cafions, with the ſober and diſcreet part of mankind: 


not with ſuch, as carry a perpetual diſcontent about 
them ; not with ſuch, -who are as often angry with 
Providence, as with the government of the State. 
When, upon mature deliberation we find that ſome- 
thing has been done amiſs, that our ſuperiors have 
been fallible and miſtaken in their conduct ; our ad- 
dreſſes to the higher powers for relief ſhould be ten- 
dered with duty to the King, and the Laws by which 


his Sceptre is maintained. For as the Laws of the 


Land are always free and open, as no part of our 
Government pretends to infallibility, the diſcovery of 
any real miſconduct or guilt of thoſe in power will 
be an act of true patriotiſm, and the remedy will re- 
dound to the honour of the King and the intereſt of 
his People; which, as they are never to be ſeparated, 
ſo, jointly, they will make Britons a renowned Peo- 
ple and a praiſe upon earth. That there may be 
ſome who are guided by pride or ſelf-intereſt, and 
whoſe peculiar politicks are founded merely on their 
own ſatisfaction, and not on the duty of obedience 


to the Laws; that there may be others of ſuch tur- 
bulent ſpirits as to think it mean to be contented with 


any meaſures; that there may be ſome alſo who 
would pretend to be ſtartled at calling down Fire fr om 
Heaven, and yet carry ſuch latent ſparks of oppoli- 


. 


LAS ..- 
tion in their breaſts as are ready to kindle into de- 
ſtroying flame: from the poiſonous #affs of envy and 
faction that there may have appeared a few ſuch, 
ſhoulyl remind us to abate our pride; and teach us 
not to confide in our own ſeeming ſecurity ; but to 
rely on Him who, not from our merits but from his 
own great mercies, hath wonder fully protected and de- 
livered us ;—hath crowned our Arms with ſucceſs, 


and reſtorod to us the bleſſings of Peace. 


Ax we not bleſſed with the adminiſtration tho! of 
a young, yet of a wile, a juſt, and pious prince? 
Do we not enjoy the ſecurity and privileges of a con- 
ſtitution the moſt happy, the moſt enviable upon 
Earth ?—A conſtitution, nicely ballanc'd betwixt the 
equally dangerous extremes of abſolute dominion, 
and popular licentiouſneſs: A conſtitution, where 
the poor man enjoys his Cottage by as firm a tenure 
as the King poſeſſes his Throne :—a. conſtitution, 
where tis the glory of the monarch to govern free 
men, not ſlaves : a conſtitution, where tis the Sub- 


ject's glory to be bound only by the very Laws which 


they themſelves had a ſhare in appointing :—In a 


word, a conſtitution, where the true intereſts of Prince 
and People are immutably the ſame ; and the moſt 


wretched and deplorable calamity that can poſſibly 


befall us is, when they come to be divided —And 

ſhall this great, this dreadful calamity of an inteſtine ' 

diviſion ever again take place? —Forbid it Heaven 
ws | 


Oh 


Tas ] 


Oh my Breathren ! pray for the Peace of Yeruſalem + 
—T hey ſpall proſper that love : thee. L PE AC E 0 BE 
WITHIN THY, WALLS AND PRroSPERITY- WITHIN 
h PALACES.— Ear my Brethren and companions 
Jakes, T will now ſay, PEACE BE WITHIN 'LHEE. 


I come now. 


III. Ix the third and laſt Place, to offer a tribute 
of praiſe and Thankſgiving ſo juſtly due to thoſe who, 
(under Heaven) have been the inſtruments in pro- 
curing us the Bleſpngs of Peace. And. 


Iſt. AcceyrT our humble Thanks thou BEST BE- 

LOVED OF-KINGS; whoſe juſt and pious govern- 
ment of thy Dominions, ſo eminently diſtinguiſhes 

Thee among the firſt Princes of the Earth: accept 

of our moſt cordial wiſhes for thy proſperity and 
welfare May thy Crown ſit eaſy upon thy Head 
and thy Throne fland faſt againſt the rudeſt attempts 
that may ever be formed againſt it. Mayeſt thou 
long enjoy the peculiar happineſs of reigning over the 

hearts of a mutually loving and beloved People. 

May ſt thou long continue the darling inſtrument of 
Providence to curb ambition, to protect the feeble, 
to vindicate the oppreſſed; and make the remoteſt 
Nations happy And when thou art at laſt called 
from an earthly to take poſſeſſion of an heaveniy C roꝛon, 
may a long ſucceſſion of brave and virtuous Princes 
0 in 
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in thy Houſe, be continued to ſupport the liberties, 
to protect the rights, and make glad the hearts of 
thy moſt diſtant Subjects, to the lateſt poſterity, 


Accxer of our Thanks, and hearty wiſhes for your 
proſperity, Je Nobles, whoſe virtues reflect a luſtre 
upon your Nobility ; and who ſo worthily ſignalized 
your zeal, and exerted your influence for your Coun- 
try's ſafety.—May the ſucceſs of your endeavours be 
equal to the uprightneſs of your intentions.—May 
thoſe honours you ſo juſtly deſerve, be handed down 
without blot or ſtain to your very laſt deſcendants.— 
As you ſhine ſecond in rank; ſo may you ever ap- 
prove yourſelves ſecond in affection to the. ſovercign 
himſelf :—and as you are the principal ornaments, ſo 
may you long continue a principal ſupport of the 
Britiſh Throne. N oh FR 


Acer of our unfeigned Thanks, ye firm Patriots? 
whoſe hearts have-glowed with ſo generous a zeal 
for your Country's welfare —May you ever enjoy the 


privileges of a free Britiſh Senate. May all fpleen 


and rancour, animoſity and hatred, be for ever ba- 
niſhed your debates; and no other contention be 
found among you, but who ſhall be moſt zealous in 
defending the ſacred Liberties of the People whom 


you repreſent, "ES 
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Accxpr of our * Thanks, ye juſt a and gene- 
rous men, whoſe vigorous and timely aids in raiſing 
the ſinews of War, have effectually ſupported the 
finking credit of your Country. In return of this 
ſignal ſervice, may it ever be ſaid of Britain, her Mer- 
chants are Princes, and her Traffickers the honourable 
&f the Earth !---may your wealth and riches increaſe, 


of which you know how to make fo good, ſo gene- 


rous an uſe. May your commerce be as extenfive 
as the Earth and Seas.---May no deſolating Storms 
ſhipwreck your Veſſels or ruin your fortunes :---but 
may the Winds and Wayes adminiſter to your fecu- 
rity and ſucceſs ; and, (as connected with theſe) to 


the trading part of all his Majeſty's Dominons. 0 


Acexyr likewiſe of our moſt 3 Thanks, ye 
brave and gallant Men, both of Sea and land, who, 
(under God,) have been the ſcourge of the diſturbers 
of our Peace. May the hung IN Peace be ſhower'd 
down upon your heads. May you and your poſte- 
rity become the owners of that vaſt Domaine which 
you with ſo much toil have added to the Britiſh 
Crown. Te have fought a good fight : and when it 
ſhall pleaſe God to 52 your earthly courſe, doubt- 
les you will find a Crown of Glory, compoſed of 


5 Lal that can never fade, rows; in the high | 


Heavens for you. 


. Axp 


tad 


Ap O! Ye deceaſed Heroes! © who greatly in 
e your Country's cauſe expired,” how ſhall we ſuffi- 
ciently ſet forth your Praiſe, or pay a juſt tribute to 


your memory ?---But hold !---A Britiſh Senate, in- 
ſpired and directed by a Patriot-King, have done the 


glorious work !---And when theſe frail monuments 
ſhall fall a prey to Time, and the great Globe itſelf 
ſhall be difſclved ;”---let Angels waft you thro' the 


Skies, in Halleluja's of eternal Praiſe !--- 


O, thou high and holy One! KING OF KINGS 
AND LORD OF LORDS !---Thou who 55 put 
down the mighty from their Seat, and ſcattered the proud 
in the imagination of their hearts ;---we bleſs and mag-. 
nify thy glorious Name, for all theſe mercies vouch- 
ſafed to thy humble Servants.---Accept of our boun- 
den Thanks, THOU LORD OF HOSTS !---Unto 
Thee, great and glorious Lord, God, who haſt done 


ſuch great things for us,---Unto Thee, with the Son, 


and the Holy-Ghoſt, be Glory, and Honour, THANKS- 
GIVING, and Praiſe, for ever, and ever. Amen. 
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